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WESSEX TREC 
 

Annual General Meeting of Wessex Trec Club  
on Sunday 19th November 2023 

 at 11.45am at South Cerney Golf Club 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

 

Present: 
Angela Percival; Annie Kingston; Caitlin Kretzschmar; Caroline Pederick; Chris Massey; Denis 
Lawlor; Frances Huckle; Gillian Miller; Helen Curley; Hilary Barnard; Jan Tucker; Joanna 
Messenger; Katy Smith; Kirsty Adams; Lois Eyre ; Margaret Howell; Martina Kasar; Mary 
Bray; Mel Bowers; Mike Messenger; Nichola Peace; Niki King; Phoebe Parsons; Sally Ashwin; 
Sharon Petchey; Yvonne Allen; Zara Lawlor 
Guest: Kevin Bowers 

Apologies:  
Alex Baldwin; Angela Buckle; Ann Maisel; Janice Bridger; Jo Huckle-Jones; Victoria Cross; 
Laura McKay; Trish Donnelly; Sheila Jones; Catherine Greening; Jane Hulbert; Vanessa 
Warren; Eleanor Prescott; Sue Giddings 

Approval of minutes of the AGM on 29th October 2022 
Members were asked to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting. This was 
proposed by Sally Ashwin, seconded by Angela Percival and carried by those present. The 
minutes were therefore adopted and signed by the Chairperson. 

Chair’s Report  
The last year saw a first in Wessex’s history when we hosted the national championships in 
August for TREC GB , for all four levels of TREC. This was a huge undertaking by so many 
people, especially for Traceur Sharon Petchey and Chefs de Piste, Mel Bowers and Caroline 
Pederick, who  we would especially like to thank now.  I am sure you will all agree that it 
was an amazing success. 
 
This summer we also held our first Level 4 competition at the Brockhurst event in May. This 
really tested the riders in a beautiful setting, with a fantastic PTV which I really wanted to 
ride myself. We have been very lucky with venues this year, as our next event in July was at 
the foot of the beautiful Cherhill White Horse for a one day Level 2 competition.  
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Thank you to all organizers and helpers for these events. They are a huge amount of work to 
put on and we couldn’t run them without you. 
 
We are looking for more organisers, traceurs and chefs de piste to help run our events as 
many hands make light work! Please let Jan Tucker know if you are interested and we will 
arrange some shadowing at future events. 
 
For the forthcoming season we have our famous camp at Bucklebury in April, a practice POR 
in May in Wiltshire a summer competition in June and a 10:10 near Badminton in 
September to celebrate 10 years of Wessex TREC. 
 
This year’s winter season is underway with six arena competitions arranged, the next one 
being at the Avon Centre next weekend. Last season we also held six events that were well 
attended and competitive, and we once again ran our own club league table for these 
competitions alongside TREC GB’s. 
Last year’s Map Club evenings during the winter, initiated and led by Kirsty Adams, were 
very successful  so we are running them again this year. 
 
Club members have achieved some success this year, with the following people being 
placed in the national summer league:  
L1 Individual: 2nd – Hilary Barnard; 5th – Nichola Peace; 8th – Catherine Greening; 9th Caroline 
Pitt 
L1 Pairs: 2nd – Ann Maisel & Zara Lawlor; 9th Sheila Jones & Chris Massey  
L2 Individual: 10th Martina Kasar;  
L2A Champion: Hilary Barnard   
L2A Pairs: Champions: Martina Kasar & Yvonne Allen; 5th: Erin & Alex Baldwin 
L3 Individual: 2nd - Eleanor Prescott; 7th Joanna Messenger; 
L3 Pairs: 4th – Erin & Alex Baldwin;  
L4 2nd Kirsty Adams; 3rd Amy George; 5th Mary Bray 
 
In the winter league across the country, Wessex members achieved the following places: 
Newcomer – 8th: Alex Baldwin 
Intermediate – 1st Caroline Pitt 
Open Intermediate – 1st - Catherine Greening; 4th Nichola Peace 
Open – 1st Catherine Greening; 5th Nichola Peace 
 
It is a pleasure to be on the Wessex TREC Committee and I would also like to thank the rest 
of the committee for all their hard work in this amazing year. I would also like to thanks 
each and every person who has volunteered time, ideas   and resources throughout the 
year. 
 
I am looking forward to this season. 
 
Jan Tucker proposed that the Chair’s report be approved by the membership, seconded by 
Nichola Peace. The vote was then carried. 
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Treasurer’s Report  
 
I am pleased to present the treasurer’s report for the year October 1st 2022 to 30th 
September 2023. 
This is my first year as club treasurer and it has been a steep learning curve so please bear 
with me! 
The balance brought forward on October 1st 2022 stood at £14,113.94 including cash in 
hand totalling £108.16 
We ended the year with a total balance of £14,938.14 yielding a profit for the club of 
£824.20. 
This is less than seen in the last 3 years despite a busy and successful season with events 
well attended. 
Membership fees received have declined since 2020 by £278.96 which equated to a loss of 
almost 28 members. 
Entry fees were also down on last year. 2021 to 2022 gave us entry fees of £26,736.80 and a 
profit of £3,892.61. Entry fees this year were down to £13,896.45. 
We were honoured to host the National Trec GB Championships in 2023. This was a hugely 
successful event and enjoyed immensely by all, and I am sure that you will all join me in 
thanking everyone involved in making this year’s Champs one to remember! 
Entry fees for the Championships go directly to Trec GB, this may explain the reduction in 
our income from event entries this year.  
We ran at a slight loss (£385.32) for the Champs as we invested in new equipment which 
will be with us for many years to come. 
Our Winter series was and well attended and overall gave us a profit of £280.07. 
Our Summer events and membership fees give us our main income. 
All of our Summer Events ran to profit, these include Chavenage POR, Brockhurst and Upper 
Farm Full Summer Trec Competitions with Brockhurst being our most profitable event of the 
year! 
Very many thanks go out to all of our organisers and volunteers that enabled us to run all of 
these wonderful events. We are always in need of your help at these events so please don’t 
be shy, we cannot do it with out you! 
This concludes my report, thank you for your attention. 
 

Q&A 
Denis Lawlor questioned why we made a loss at the championships and it was explained 
that we did not keep the entry fees for the Championships, these went to TREC GB, who 
paid Wessex a flat fee of £1320 for hosting the event. The loss of £380 was due to refreshing 
equipment, which would continue to be used in future. 
Angela Percival asked if TREC GB creamed off any profits made by a club and if not, what 
would the balance in our account be used for. YA replied that TREC GB do not take any 
surplus profit made by clubs, it simply charges us a fee per entrant to a competition. Any 
profits are spent on running costs for the club; purchasing new equipment; paying for 
storage and maintaining a contingency fund against the need to cancel an event or any 
unforeseen circumstances. 
Katy Smith asked if we made any donations to charity. This has been done in the past (e.g. 
RDA; Air ambulance) but not this year. 
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Membership Secretary’s Report 
As of the end of September 23 we had 141 members, exactly the same as last year, which 
included 1 honorary member, 11 supporter members, 7 junior members and 8 trial 
memberships – more about this shortly. 
The majority of members came from our core area of Gloucestershire (25); Oxfordshire (13) 
and Wiltshire (34), but also significant numbers from Berkshire (20), Avon, Bristol and South 
Glos (11); Herefordshire and Worcestershire (11); and 5 from Wales. And we attract others 
from as far as Dorset, Hampshire, Hertfordshire, Somerset, Devon and Surrey. 
38 of these members were also TREC GB members. 
As always, at renewal time a number of people fall by the wayside for various reasons, so 
this year 8 members have informed me that they will not be renewing, 7 trial members have 
not extended their membership and 42 have not responded to my request to renew their 
membership, totalling 57. However, new members are joining all the time (8 so far since the 
beginning of October) bringing the current total to 95. 
During this year TREC GB’s insurance policy for clubs changed so that only TREC GB 
members and Club members were covered, meaning that a rider had to be a member in 
order to be able to compete at events. Previously we levied an extra charge to non-
members for day insurance cover.  To cope with this new ruling, we introduced a three-
month trial membership for £5, which could be extended to full membership  for a further 
payment of £5. I think this has slightly skewed the figures this year compared to previous 
years. For example, a number of people living in the Berkshire area joined simply to enable 
them to compete at Brockhurst and have not extended their membership. 
 

Q&A 
Denis Lawlor asked about the new insurance requirement restricting the number of 
competitors at an event who are not red members of TREC GB. JT explained that, further to 
the ruling above introduced last season, this year only 20 non-red members of TREC GB can 
compete at a winter event and 40 at a summer event. It was felt this would not have much 
impact on winter events, but may be more restrictive for the summer TRECs. The ruling by 
the insurance company had been brought in at very short notice and TREC GB were 
currently reviewing it. After some discussion, it was agreed that Nichola Peace would write 
to TREC GB on behalf of Wessex members to express our concern.  

Election of Committee 
As required by the constitution, all the committee members stood down at the meeting. 
Retiring members were Kirsty Adams and Sharon Petchey, who were thanked for their 
services this year. The remaining members were willing to stand for re-election.  
Lois Eyre proposed that the remaining committee be re-elected for a further year; this was 
seconded by Sally Ashwin and carried by the members present. Yvonne Allen, Caroline 
Pederick, Helen Curley, Sue Giddings, Fran Huckle, Zara Lawlor, Phoebe Parsons and Jan 
Tucker were therefore duly re-elected to the committee. 
 
Two people had put themselves forward for election to the committee: Caitlin Bunce and 
Annie Kingston . There were no objections so Sharon Petchey proposed that these two be 
elected to the committee, seconded by Melanie Bowers and the motion was carried by those 
present. 
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Individual committee roles will be appointed at the first committee meeting following the 
AGM. 
 

Presentation of Awards 
The following awards were announced and the winners congratulated: 
 

Most improved: Gillian Miller 
Volunteer of the year: Angela Buckle 
Person going above and beyond: Fran Huckle 
Special Achievement Award: Martina Kasar  

 
Flowers were presented to Melanie Bowers, Caroline Pederick and Sharon Petchey for their 
hard work for the Championships. 

Close of Business 
The meeting closed at 12 30 pm. 
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APPENDIX A: Provisional accounts 2022-2023 

 

 


